
 

Working together for a stronger Vancouver 

 
Vancouver values the contributions of all citizens. Please enjoy the 

information, stories, links, pictures and more featured in the quarterly 
volunteer newsletter. Please forward this newsletter to your friends 

and family and share the joy of volunteerism in Vancouver!  
 

Program Highlights 

 
Community Centers 
Volunteers are an important part of the daily operations of 
Firstenburg, Marshall and Luepke Community Centers. 
Volunteers coach youth sports, lead 50 and better travel 
programs, assist at the front desk and so much more. Volunteers 
are currently needed to help every week at both centers with the 
Child Watch Program. These are great opportunities to make a 
big difference in the community. Apply today! 

 
 
Fire Corps  
Fire Corps focuses on unique areas of non-emergency support 
that are critical to Vancouver Fire Department's mission. 
Volunteers promote community risk reduction, foster cooperation 
between citizen and the Fire Department, educate citizens, and 
increase fire and life safety awareness. To learn more and get 
involved click here.

 

Volunteers in Police Service 
 
If you haven't visited 
the Vancouver 
Police Department's 
Facebook page in a 
while, there are 
some great photos, 
videos, and 
information on the 
department's latest 
efforts and 
volunteers in action. 
Check us out on 

October 26 - Make a 
Difference Day is a fantastic 
day to celebrate service and 

give back. To learn more 
about the day’s events click 

here. 

 
 

Save the weekend of January 
18-21st for Martin Luther King 

JR. day of service. to learn 
more click here. 
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Facebook click here.  
 
The Police Administration office is in need of a volunteer to help 
with the Backgrounds Unit. This detail oriented, office based 
volunteer will help with numerous clerical duties. Hours are 
flexible and the volunteer is needed 1-2 hours a day, 3-4 days 
per week. To learn more and apply, visit the Volunteer 
Opportunity Directory and search under Police Department.  

 
 
Sunday Streets Alive, a SUCCESS! 
 
The first ever open streets 
event, Sunday Streets 
Alive was well attended by 
over 3,000 community 
members, including 200 
volunteers. Community 
members took to the 
streets on foot and bike 
and enjoyed the home 
town community feel of 
this event. Many people 
commented on the fun 
they had and shared that 
they met new neighbors 
and explored different areas of Vancouver.  

 
 
Parks, Grounds and Greenways 
Being a crew leader is a great way to meet people, develop 
valuable leadership skills, and learn how to plant trees the right 
way. You'll also get to wear a Friends of Trees vest at weekend 
plantings and receive the respect and admiration of the 
volunteers on your crew, as well as receive a coveted Tree Team 
t-shirt and great food (a hallmark of all of our planting events).  
To join this fun and energetic team, you need to attend a required 
one-day training in 
Vancouver on Saturday, 
November 9th from 9:00am - 
4:00pm (SE Vancouver, WA) 
These trainings are popular 
and space fills quickly! 
To register click here  
 
 
It's fall and the trees will do 
what trees do, drop their 
leaves. Volunteers can help 
in the parks during these 

 

Get Involved 

 
To view a list of volunteer 
opportunities at the City of 

Vancouver visit our Volunteer 
Opportunity Directory. Please 
visit often as we are always 
adding to and changing the 
growing list of opportunities.  

 
The community calendar is a 
wonderful way to learn about 
upcoming projects and other 

activities in Vancouver.  
 

To sign up as an ongoing 
volunteer please complete the 

online application. 
 

Not sure you are ready to 
jump in as a volunteer, but you 

would like to learn more? 
Simply complete the Volunteer 
Inquiry Form and we will follow 

up with you. 
 

Already a volunteer? Don't 
forget to log your hours and 

visit the Volunteer Information 
Center to learn about 
upcoming events and 

opportunities.  
 

You are also welcome to 
contact the Volunteer 

Coordinator, Hailey Heath at 
(360) 487-8316 or 

hailey.heath@cityofvancouver
.us 

 
Program newsletters & more 

 
Vancouver-Clark Parks and 

Recreation Newsletter 
 

2014 Vancouver Parks and 
Recreation Comprehensive 
Plan information and survey 
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crisp fall days by raking leaves, removing litter, and picking up 
fallen storm debris. Volunteers can choose to go out individually 
or attend an organized group work party. Volunteers wanting to 
take this adventure to the next level, can do so by Adopting-A-
Park. This program is a wonderful opportunity for you to give 
back to the park in your neighborhood and build a strong 
community of people who share a common interest. Parks are 
being adopted now through the adopt-a-park program.  
 
Join the Blandford Canyon Ivy Pull team for the season's final 
work party October 12th, 1-4pm.  

 

 
Clark County Cares Day of Service volunteers posing after removing weeds 
and litter in Esther Short Park, one of six different projects hosted by the city 

on September 14th.  
 

Neighborhoods Weekly 
Update 

 
Citizen Corps Blog site 

 

Volunteer Spotlights 
 

 
Jim Jacobson is a volunteer 

mail courier for the police 
department, ensuring that 

employees receive their mail 
in a timely manner. VPD has 

many support team volunteers 
working within the agency and 
out in the community. Thank 

you Jim for all of your support!  
 

 

 
Shirley Brost is a volunteer 

office assistant with the 
Citywide Volunteer Program. 
Since April 2013 Shirley has 
helped find volunteer projects 
for new volunteers, developed 

new volunteer procedures, 
written and edited outreach 
materials and been a huge 

help in all clerical work. Shirley 
is a huge asset, thank you!  

 

Be neighborly, become involved in your 
Neighborhood Association  
 
A neighborhood is a section of the city with a common identity. 
Neighborhood associations offer a place to meet friends, 
exchange information, create projects and priorities, propose 
solutions, and have fun.  
A neighborhood association is formed based on the needs and 
desires of its residents. The association will give residents a 
forum to discuss common concerns and to brainstorm possible 
solutions. Some potential outcomes may be: improved street 
lighting, bike paths, sidewalks, traffic calming devices, parks and 
open spaces, zoning and land-use planning, park amenities, 
beautification projects and neighborhood clean-ups. Many 
neighborhood associations have summer picnics, holiday parties, 
and other special events in order to have fun as well as to keep 
the lines of communication open with their neighbors and the city. 
The 66 Neighborhood Associations in the City of Vancouver are 
all volunteer organizations. In the city there are over 260 
volunteers who fill leadership roles within their neighborhood 
association, thank you spirited leaders!  
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To find out more about your neighborhood association and how 
you can be involved click here or call the Office of 
Neighborhoods at 360.487.8608.  

 

 
 
Community Partnership of the quarter:  
 
The Clark County Food bank's 
mission is to "Alleviate Hunger and 
Its Root Causes." In 2012 the Food 
Bank distributed over 3.9 million 
pounds of food products. The Food 
Banks offers a variety of 
opportunities for community 
members to volunteer. Visit their 
website to see how you can get involved.  
Also be on the lookout for the upcoming Walk and Knock food 
drive on December 7, 2013.  

 

 
Tom Massart is one of the first 

people you see when you 
come to Firstenburg 

Community Center. He 
dedicates 15 hours per week 
as a customer service greeter 

who validates customer 
payment, checks out 

equipment, and answers 
questions. Tom has even 
become a trainer for new 

volunteers. Thanks, Tom, for 
all you do to make the 

customer experience a great 
one every day at Firstenburg 

Community Center!  

 
 
 

Volunteers are important to  
the City of Vancouver and 

have contributed 
31,600  

estimated hours of service 
since January 2013.  

Thank you Vancouver 
Volunteers! 

 

 

Every person, every hour, every effort counts towards the community. Get involved! 

hailey.heath@cityofvancouver.us •  City of Vancouver 
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